From: Ellen Estabrook <ee.shorelinewelinesscenter@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 12:57 PM
To: HSTestimony
Subject: re: Connecticut Senate Bill S.B. Bill No. 408

To Whom It May Concemn:

The specific Issue that we at Shoreline Wellness Center, LLC in West Haven are concerned about is that currently Independent practitloners {Psychologists {PhD, PsyD),
Licensed Clinical Social Workers (LCSW), Licensed Marriage and Famlly Theraplsts (LMFT), License Professional Counselors {LPC), or Licensed Alcohol and Drug
Counselors(LADC), cannol recelve relmbursement for Husky C or B clients over age 21. In other words, the only practitloners that are belng relmbursed for HUSKY C or D in
CT are clinfclans which work In clinles, Qur agency tried to become a clinic, but it [s very hard to become a clinlc and after spending thousands of dollars, we were dented
“clinlc status™ by the City of West Haven planalng and zoning and advised by our legal councll that an appeal would cost an exorbitant amount of money and we would

lose. In the mean time, the mental health clinics that do exist In CT have long walting lists sometimes the walt Is as fong as 5-6 months. .

This law Is doIng harm to the peopla of Connecticut, People suffering from mental illness, that need treatment and In some cases medlcation, are sometimes forced to walt
waeks or monlhs for treatments which ¢an sometimes put them and others in danger or unnecessarily proleng thelr suffering. If the above mentloned practiiloners were
reImbursed for Husky € and Husky D CT Medlcald, the walt time for treatment would be greally reduced or ellminated. The law should be changed to improve the health and
well being of svery person In Connecticut. | fust called a local West Haven Clinic and thelr current wait time for new patlents Is two waeeks which Is a very long time for
someone suffering from mental iliness.

Wae are hoplng fo change the faw so that ALL the above mentioned professionals working In non-clinle settings wili be allowed to be reimbursed by Husky C and Husky D CT
Medicaid,

The poverty level Income qualificatlon has recently been ralsed which will result In more people In CT eligible for CT Medlcald HUSKY C and D. This will most llkely result in
more demand on the existing CT clinlcs and longer walt times for people sufferlng from mental Mness, The solution Is simple. Change the law and grant ALL private pracilce
cliniclans refmbursement for CT Medicald Husky C and D, Dolng this will Improve the health and well being of the people of Connecticut and ultimately save lives. -

Regards,

Ellen E.




